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TUESDAY, MAY 21, 1957 


Unirep States SENATE, 
SuBcoMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND Oruer INTERNAL Security Laws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 11:30 a. m., in room 
424, Senate Office Building, Senator John Marshall Butler presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; William Rusher, asso- 
ciate counsel and Benjamin Mandel, research director. 

Senator Burier. The subcommittee will come to order. 

In his analysis of the Communist Party Convention early this year, 
J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
pointed out that the strategy and tactics of that convention were 
calculated— 

To lay a foundation for possible unity with other leftwing groups * * * 
with Socialists, members of the non-Communist left, liberals, and so forth, in 
an effort to secure their support for Communist projects. 

Now, 3 months after that convention, there has been a development 
which may or may not be a concretization of that estimate by Mr. 
Hoover. On May 13, 1957, the Daily Worker proclaimed the forma- 
tion of the 40-member national committee of the American Forum 
for Socialist Education.” 

This morning we shall hold a hearing to take testimony and to 
receive evidence from staff members of the Internal Security Sub- 
committee about the nature of this organiaztion. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, we had subpenaed for this morning 
five witnesses. One was Mr. Clifford T. McAvoy; 1 was Victor 
Perlo; 1 was Bert Cochran; 1 was Milton Zaslow, and 1 was Albert 
EK. Blumberg. The lawyers for the respective witnesses who have 
been subpenaed advised us that their clients were not at their homes 
last week, and as a result, subpenas which we issued on the 14th in 
many cases were not served until last night. They say they couldn’t 
possibly be down here this morning. So the only 1 of the 5 wit- 
nesses scheduled today present is Mr. Blumberg. 

As you have set forth the framework of the thing, Senator, I think 
Mr. Mandel is prepared now to read from the draft of the Com- 
munist Party Convention in New York in February. 

Senator Burier. Mr. Mandel has previously been sworn, and may 
proceed. 

Mr. Manovet. This is a draft resolution for the 16th National Con- 
vention of the Communist Party, United States of America, adopted 
September 13, 1956. 
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This pamphlet contains the authorized text of the draft resolution adopted 
by the national committee of the Communist Party on September 13, 1956, and 
presented for discussion by the membership approaching the party’s 16th national 
convention, February 9-12, 1957. 

In releasing the draft resolution, Mr. Eugene Dennis, general secretary of the 
Communist Party, made public a “Letter to all Communist Party members,” 
which is also included in this pamphlet. 


I read from the pamphlet certain excerpts: 


The struggle to bring about a political realinement, based on the formation 
and election to power of an antimonopoly coalition led by labor, is the great 
strategic task of the next stage in the democratic and social advance of the Ameri- 
can people. It is the giant corporations which block the path to economic 
progress, civil rights, fuller democracy, and durable peace. It is their cha)- 
lenge that must be met by the American people as they carry forward their 
struggle under the new conditions of today. 

* * * The emergence of socialism from the limits of one country to a world 
system embracing several states and one-third of mankind was described by 
the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union as “the chief 
feature of the present era.” 

These conditions make possible a great new trend toward unity among 
Socialist-minded people which has already begun to be felt not only abroad but 
in our own country. The new features of independence and mutual criticism 
in the relationships among Communist Parties also tend to remove barriers 
between Communists and other supporters of socialism. 

For some months our party has had under consideration the question pre- 
sented in Eugene Dennis’ report to the national committee meeting last April, 
of our attitude toward the perspective of a united party of socialism in this 
country. 


The new developments point to a certain revitalization and growth of Socialist- 
oriented and pro-Marxist currents and groupings * * *. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Senator, we have been taking executive session 
testimony. We have also been making inquiries from general sources, 
and we have further heard, Senator, that early in 1956, at a top meet- 
ing of the Communist Party, a decision was made that there should be 
some kind of a union of Communists, some Trotskyites, and some like- 
minded groups. At that time, there was a four-step program laid 
down which provided : 

One, that there should be contact with individuals whose thinking 

vas toward the left. 
_ Two, to arrange for public meetings and forums to discuss the 
situation. 

Three, a circulation of memorandums by the party to explain what 
was being attempted. 

Four, a campaign to get Communist Party members to realize the 
necessity for a new organization. 

We have further been told, Senator, that the first concrete step 
took place when Albert Blumberg contacted Mr. A. J. Muste. 

Now, Senator, Mr. Blumberg has been subpenaed here today for the 
limited purpose of giving testimony about the formation of this or- 
ganization, the American Forum for Socialist Education. 

Senator Butter. Will you be sworn, Mr. Blumberg? 

Do you solemnly promise and declare in the presence of the Al- 
mighty God that the evidence that you will give to the Internal 
Security Subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Buumepere. I do, 
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TESTIMONY OF ALBERT E. BLUMBERG, NEW YORK CITY 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your full name and address to the re- 
porter ¢ 

Mr. Buomperc. My name is Albert Blumberg. The address is 628 
West 151st Street, New York City. 

Mr. Morris. I am only going to ask Mr. Blumberg questions about 
the formation of this particular organization. 

Mr. Blumberg, do you know of a top Communist meeting early in 
1956, at which it was decided that there should be an organization 
setting up the union of Communists, some Trotskyites, and some other 
likeminded groups? 

Mr. Biumpere. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer this question on 
the following grounds: 

First, that, in view of the subject and in the context of these pro- 
cedures, I believe that both the question and any answer that I might 
make to it could not conceivably serve any valid legislative purpose. 

Further, I believe the question invades my rights of political opin- 
ion, of political discussion, of political association, as guaranteed 
under the first amendment. . 

Further, I believe that the question—I rest my refusal to answer the 
question further upon the rights contained and set forth in the fifth 
amendment to the Constitution. 

Senator Butter. Mr. Blumberg, this committee has consistently 
refused to recognize the right of a witness appearing before it to 
plead privileges under the first amendment. It has consistently re- 
fused to accept the thesis propounded by you, that the hearings of 
this subcommittee serve no useful legislative purpose. Therefore, 
the Chair overrules those two objections. 

Now, if it is your wish to rest your answer on the fifth amendment 
of the Constitution of the United States in the belief that a truthful 
answer by you would tend to incriminate you, the Chair will accept 
that declination. Otherwise, the Chair overrules your objection, and 
directs you to answer the question propounded by counsel. 

Mr. Buomeere. I believe that, under the circumstances, such an- 
swers might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Burier. And you rest your declination and your refusal 
to answer on the fifth amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States? 

Mr. Buiomeerc. I rest on all three grounds, including the fifth 
amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Blumberg, you are a member of the executive com- 
mittee of the American Forum for Socialist Education; are you not? 

Mr. Biumserea. I decline to answer on grounds already given. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel, we have a public announcement, have we 
not, of the formation of this organization ? 

Mr. Manpew. Yes; we have. 

Mr. Morris. Does that public announcement indicate that Mr. 
Blumberg, the witness here this morning, is in fact a member of the 
executive committee of this new organization ? 

Mr. Manpvew. In the press release, dated May 13, 1957, issued by the 
American Forum for Socialist Education, it states that Albert Blum- 
berg, of New York City, is a member of the national committee. 








4010 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


Senator Butter. Are you the Albert Blumberg referred to in that 
release read by Mr. Mandel and made a part of the record ? 

Mr. Morris. May I offer that as part of the record ? 

Senator Burier. It will be ae a part of the record. 

Mr. Buiumeerc.I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

(The press release referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 467” and 
reads as follows:) 

ExHIsit No. 467 


[For release Monday, May 13, 1957] 


AMERICAN ForuM—FOR SocrAList EDUCATION 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


(Contact: A. J. Muste, CH 3-5411 or UN 4-1700, ext. 1002) 


New Yorx.—Announcement was made today of the establishment of a 40- 
member national committee of American Forum—for Socialist Education. The 
statement of purposes declares that American Forum seeks to promote “study 
and serious untrammeled political discussion among all elements that think of 
themselves as related to historic socialist and labor traditions, values and ob- 
jectives * * * however deep and bitter their differences may have been.” 

In announcing the launching of the project, A. J. Muste, well-known pacifist, 
who will serve as chairman, emphasized that persons serving on the national 
committee do so as individuals and not as delegated representatives of any 
group. American Forum proceeds on the conviction, said Mr. Muste, that “in- 
dividuals from all tendencies should be involved in the discussion, provided they 
commit themselves to a free exchange of views in a spirit of inquiry.” 

He further stated that American Forum is not a membership organization 
and does not propose to promote united action by various parties or groups, 
mergers or new organizations. It “neither promotes nor seeks to inhibit such 
developments” in which people may wish to engage. 

The secretary of American Forum is Sidney Lens, author and director of 
local 329, A. F. of L., Chicago, Ill. Vice presidents are Kermit Eby, professor 
of economics, University of Chicago; Milton Mayer, author and lecturer, Carmel, 
Calif.; John T. McManus, managing editor, National Guardian, New York; 
Bayard Rustin, one of the editors of Liberation magazine; and Mulford Sibley, 
of the political science faculty, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. 

The statement of the purpose reads as follows: 


“A. J. MusteE—LIBERATION, 
“110 Christopher Street, New York City. 


“AMERICAN FORUM—FOR SOCIALIST EDUCATION 


“American Forum is organized in order to stimulate study and serious, un- 
trammeled discussion of the problems of socialism in the United States. 

“There is a growing interest in such discussion among all elements that think 
of themselves as related to historic Socialist and labor traditions, values and 
objectives—however deep and bitter their differences may have been. Moreover, 
there are indications that in the ranks of labor, among farmers, in the colleges 
and among the American people generally there are many who do not accept 
the status quo and who are developing an interest in political discussions pro- 
vided a fresh and undogmatic approach is undertaken. 

“Those who organize American Forum do so not on the ground that the prob- 
lems of building a sound and effective American left have been solved and agree- 
ment for action has been reached. Their simple aim is to promote study and 
especially continuous discussion in a situation where many of the answers are 
not known and much division, confusion, and consequent frustration exist. They 
believe that all individuals from all elements should be involved in this, provided 
they commit themselves to a free exchange of views in a spirit of inquiry. 

“American Forum holds that eventual Socialist unity requires clarity on funda- 
mental social issues, along with tolerance of differences on other matters and 
comradely discussion of them within a common forum. It believes, therefore, 
that all important problems must be frankly and sharply discussed but equally 
that the discussion should be oriented to the future and not the past and con- 
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centrate on discussion of the program of a democratic Socialist movement in the 
United States and how such a movement may be brought into being. 

“Since it is of the greatest importance that large numbers of people, includ- 
ing youth, be drawn into discussion locally, from labor unions, farm organizations, 
colleges, churches, etc., American Forum will have as one of its aims the forma- 
tion, encouragement, and assistance of local groups or committees for this pur- 
pose. This may include assistance to local groups in setting up forums, etc., 
and going beyond mere occasional discussion meetings. 

“Other purposes will be: 

“(1) To call attention to the various periodicals and publications of groups 
whose members are involved in the discussions and encourage people to read 
them; and to publish bulletins or pamphlets under its own imprint an occasion 
requires. 

“(2) to organize regional and national conferences, and by these and other 
means to contribute not only to intellectual clarification but to the building of 
a new morale and ethic, a spirit of fair play, labor militancy, determination, and 
hope among the progressive and radical forces in this country.” 


OFFICERS AND NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF AMERICAN FoRUM AS oF May 9, 1957 


Chairman: A. J. Muste, New York City. 
Vice chairmen: Kermit Eby, Chicago; Milton Mayer, Carmel, Calif.; John T. 


McManus, New York City; Bayard Rustin, New York City; Mulford Q. Sibley, 
St. Paul. 


Secretary: Sidney Lens, Chicago. 

National committee: 
James Aronson, New York City. 
Joseph Atkins, Baltimore. 
Michael Baker, Minneapolis. 
Paul Baran, Palo Alto, Calif. 
Stringfellow Barr, New York City. 
Albert Blumberg, New York City. 
Carl Braden, Louisville. 
Derk Bodde, Philadelphia. 
Harald Charbnau, Chicago. 
Bert Cochran, New York City. 
Jack Cypin, Nassau County, N. Y. 
Dorothy Day, New York City. 
Dave Dellinger, Glen Gardner, N. J. 
Farrell Dobbs, New York City. 
W. E. B. DuBois, New York City. 
J. Stuart Innerst, Pasadena. 
Russell Johnson, Boston. 
Oliver Loud, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 
Conrad Lynn, Rockland County, N. Y. 
©. H. Mayer, Andes, N. Y. 
Clifford McAvoy, New York City. 
Benjamin McLaurin, New York City. 
David McReynolds, New York City. 
William Neumann, Baltimore. 
Russell Nixon, New York City. 
Harvey O’Connor, Winnetka, Ill. 
Sam Pollock, Cleveland. 
Joseph Starobin, New York City. 
Fritjof Thygeson, Berkeley, Calif. 
Charles Walker, Cheyney, Pa. 
Doxie Wilkerson, New York City. 
William Appleman Williams, Eugene, Oreg. 
H. H. Wilson, Princeton, N. J. 
Milton Zaslow, New York City. 
Waldo Frank, Truro, Mass. 


Mr. Morris. Did you, on behalf of the National Committee of the 
American Forum for Socialist Education contact a Mr. A. J. Muste? 
Mr. Biumeera. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 
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Mr. Morris. Did you ask Mr. Muste to provide a memorandum 
which would set up a framework for an exchange of opinion on this 
subject ¢ 

Mr. Biumeerc. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Did Mr. Muste, in fact, supply you with such a docu- 
ment ? 

Mr. Biumperc. May I consult counsel ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes. 

Mr. Biumesere. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Was the suggestion made to Muste that the document 
he prepared was too anti-Soviet in tone, and was he thereupon asked 
to tone it down? 

Mr. Biumpere. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Did he finally supply a paper entitled, “Where Are 
We Now?” 

Mr. Brumeere. I again refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Thereupon, was the decision made by the Communist 
Party that step 3 in the original plan set forth above—in other words, 
there should be a circulation of memoranda as to what was being 
attempted by the party. Was step 3 immediately put into action and 
specifically on September 17, 1956, was there, to your knowledge, sent 
to all districts of the party, a memorandum? 

Mr. Biumserc. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Was there subsequent to September 17, 1956, and in 
accordance with prearranged plans, put into operation a series of 
meetings in Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, 
New York, and Philadelphia ? 

Mr. Biumserc. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Were you present on March 23, 1957, at a meeting at 
which were in attendance Mr. Albert E. Blumberg, John Gates, Mil- 
ton Zaslow, Clifford McAvoy, John McManus, Farrell Dobbs, and 
Tom Kerry? Were you at such a meeting? 

Mr. Biumsera. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. At that meeting, was a goal set forth that a program 
should be enacted that was to be practicable, workable, and acceptable 
to all concerned ? 

Mr. Biumperc. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Shortly thereafter, and to your knowledge, was there 
a Committee for Socialist Unity, headed by Mr. Clifford T. McAvoy, 
established ? 

Mr. Biumpere. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Did not the National Guardian of April 22, 1957, an- 
nounce that a May Day rally, sponsored by the Committee for Social- 
ist Unity, would take place? 

Mr. Biumspere. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Now, to your knowledge, did Carl Marzani, who has 
been identified in our record as a Communist Party member, speak 
at the Socialist Unity forum on November 9, 1956? 

Mr. Biumeers. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, did Angus Cameron, who has 
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been identified in our record as a Communist Party member 
at the Socialist Unity Forum on January 2, 1957? 

Mr. Birumspexe. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, did Russell Nixon 
identified in our record as a Communist Party 
the Socialist Unity Forum on February 15, 1957 ? 

Mr. Buumserc. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Did Victor Perlo, who has been identified in our 
record as a Communist Party member, speak at the Socialist. | 
Forum on March 15, 1957? 

Mr. Biumeera. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. To your knowledge, did Fred Fine, a member of th« 
national committee of the Communist Party, speak on a symposium 
on American democracy in Chicago ¢ 

Mr. Brumeera. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Did Clarence F. Hiskey, who has been identified 
our record as a Communist Party member, speak at the American 
Socialist Forum on October 14, 1956? 

Mr. Buumpere. | refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel, we have some pamphlets and throwaways 
to the effect of establishing the answers to some of those questions; 
do we not ¢ 

Mr. Manpeu. We do. 

Mr. Morris. Some we have in answer to 
mony; do we not ? 

Mr. Manven. Those we have evidence of. 

Senator Burver. Is it your wish that they be made 
record ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes, I would like to put them in. 

Senator Burirr. It will be so ordered. They will be 
of the record. 

Mr. Morris. How many are there, Mr. Mandel ? 

Mr. Manpen. Seven exhibits. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, will you want an identification by Mr. 
Mandel ? 

Senator Burier. Will you put them in the record, identifying them 
as you put each one in the record ? 

Mr. Manner. Announcement of the Socialist Unity Forum, Octo 
ber 26, 1956, with Albert Blumberg, legislative director of the Com 
munist Party, as a speaker, and ¢ ‘lifford McAvoy on the program. 
The title is “Left Wing Policy in the 1956 Electien.” Carl Marzani 
is listed as a speaker on November 9, 1956. Victor I it is listed on 
March 15, 1957, as a speaker. 

Fred Fine is listed in the Daily Worker of March 28, 1957, as a 
speaker. Clarence Hiskey is listed in the circular dated ‘October 14, 
1956, as a speaker at the American Socialist Forum. 

Then we have a forum Pent in the Worker of Augus 
26, 1956, the Daily Worker, October 1956, and October 19, 1956 

(The documents referred to were barked “Exhibit No. 468” and 
are as follows:) 
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ExuHibir No. 468 
(Cover and back cover) 
SOCIALIST UNITY FORUM 
announces 
PROGRAM OF PuBLIC DISCUSSION 
(Winter 1957) 


229 Seventh Avenue (near 23d Street) New York City 


[See schedule on inside] 


The Socialist Unity Forum is sponsored by a group of New Yorkers who are 


working for the establishment of a socialist America, who favor peaceful co- 
existence between East and West and who desire to aid in the formation of a 
democratically organized socialist movement which will facilitate these aims. 

The forum will provide a platform where Socialists of various persuasions 
may discuss important problems facing the contemporary movement. Such an 
exchange of opinions, by creating greater clarity and hence greater unity of 


purpose, should contribute toward the regroupment of Socialists in a new and 
united movement. 


We hope especially to draw together into meaningful activity some of the 
thousands of convinced Socialists who for one reason or another are not members 
of any of the existing Socialist organizations. 


For further information write to: Socialist Unity Forum, 229 Seventh Avenue, 
New York 11, N. Y. 


(page 1) 
CAN THE Lerr UNITE? 


A Symposium on Socialist Regroupment 


A. J. MUSTE 
(Fellowship of Reconciliation) 
JOHN T. McMANus 
(National Guardian) 
FARRELL Dopss 
(Socialist Workers Party) 
Max SHACHTMAN 
(Independent Socialist League) 
Chairman: Clifford T. McAvoy 
(Former Legislative Representative CIO-PAC) 





Friday, January 18, 8 p. m. 
Great Northern Hotel 
118 West 57th Street 
(page 2) 
At Socialist Unity Forum Hall 


229 Seventh Avenue, New York City (near 23d Street) 





bebe he 


| 
| 
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Friday, January 25, 8 p. m. 
America’s Road to Socialism—A Reexamination 
Joseph Starobin, Author: Paris to Pekin 
Angus Cameron, Editor and Publisher 
Friday, February 8, 8 p. m. 
Labor and the South 


THe BATTLE FOR INTEGRATION 


Clive Knowles, Educational Director, Eastern Region, United Packinghouse 
Workers 
Conrad Lynn, Civil Rights Attorney, Counsel in Braden Case 


Friday, February 15, 8 p. m. 


American Labor Politics 


’ 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OR THIRD Party ? 
Russ Nixon, National Legislative Representative, U. EB. 
Robert Claiborne, Writer 
* Tom Kerry, Chairman, New York Local SWP 
(Page 3) 
Friday, March 8, 8 p. m. 
THe EISENHOWER DocrrINE—FOR AND AGAINS1 
Robert Meagher, United States State Department Lecturer, member, Foi 
eign Policy Association 
A. J. Muste, Fellowship of Reconciliation 
Friday, March 15, 8 p. m. 
UNITED STATES ECONOMIC TRENDS—AND MARxist THOUGHT 
Otto Nathan, Assistant Professor, New York University, Executor, Albert 
Hinstein Esiate 
Victor Perlo, Author “American Imperialism” and other works on eco 
nomics 
Friday, March 29, 8 p. m. 
SCIENCE, SOCIALISM, AND AMERICA 
Automation, Synthetic Foods, Solar and Atomic Energy and Their 
Effect on Capitalism and Socialism 
Michael H. Baker, Chemical Engineer, Former Eawecutive Vice Chairman, 
Minnesota Progressive Party 
(Page 4) 
‘ 
(Second session, 1957, at Adelphi Hall, 78 Fifth Avenue) 
: 
: Friday, October 26, 8 p. m. 


LEFTWING POLICY IN THE 1956 ELECTION 


Clifford T. McAvoy, Former Legislative Representative, New York City, C10 
Council and National CIO-PAC 

Albert Blumberg, Legislative Director, Communist Party 

David Dellinger, Hditor, Liberation 


Friday, November 9, 8 p. m. 
PROSPECTS FOR AMERICAN SOCIALISM 


Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, Noted Historian and Negro Leader 
John Lewine, Former Director, Bugene V. Debs School 
Carl Marzani, Author of We Can Be Friends 
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Friday, November 23, 8 p. m. 
SocraLisM AFTER STALIN 


William Mandel, Author: Guide to the Soviet Union, The Soviet Far 
East, etc. 
F. G. Clarke, Journalist and Lecturer 


Chairman : Mike Zaslow 


Subscription: One dollar each lecture ; two dollars fifty cents the series 


Exutisit No. 468-A 
{Daily Worker, New York, Thursday, March 28, 1957] 
CHI UNIVERSITY Resists LEGION ATTACK ON ForUM 


Cuicaco, March 27.—-The University of Chicago today rejected demands of 
the Cook County American Legion Council that a scheduled symposium tonight 
on “Socialism and Democracy” be canceled, Fred Fine, newly elected member 
of the National Committee of the Communist Party, is to speak, together with 
Mulford Sibley, professor of political science at the University of Minnesota and 
Max Schachtman, national chairman of the Independent Socialist League. Law- 
rence Scott, of the Chicago American Friends Service Committee is announced 
as the chairman of the symposium. 

The symposium, which is sponsored by the Socialist Club and the Young 
Socialist League of the University of Chicago has been under fire from the 
American Legion and the Chicago Tribune. 

Chancellor Lawrence A. Kimpton of the university told the American Legion 
that it is neither “desirable nor wise” to cancel the meeting. The Legion called 
the meeting “disgraceful.” 

Kimpton stated that the dean of the students office had OK’d the meeting 
and that he had no intention of overruling the dean’s office. 

Kimpton stated that “I am not welcoming Communists under any circum- 
stances,” but he added that he had confidence that the student body ‘will be 


able to judge at their real worth the assertions the Communist representative 
makes.” 


Exursit No. 468-B 
AMERICAN SOCIALIST FORUM 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ATOMIC ENERGY 
Lecture by 
Dr. C. F. Hiskey 


Dr. Hiskey will speak on the social, political, and biological consequences 
of atomic energy. He is particularly qualified by his experiences as a former 
research chemist for TVA, section manager in the Manhattan project and, in the 
postwar period, as associate professor and head of the department of analytical 
chemistry at Brooklyn Polytechnical Institute. 


Friday, October 14 
863 Broadway 8 p. m. 
(near 17th Street) 
contribution, 50 cents 
Auspices: American Socialist 





Exursit No. 468-C 
{P. 4, the Worker, Sunday, August 26, 1956] 


Roap AHEAD FOR AMERICAN Lert Topic or Forum 


CuiIcaeco.—Arrangements have been completed here for a symposium represent- 
ing five varying points of view on the road ahead for socialism in America. 


> 
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Harvey O'Connor, author; Rey. A. J. Muste, president emeritus of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconociliation ; Sidney Lens, author, and Chicago labor official; Claude 
Lightfoot, chairman of the Illinois District Communist Party ; and Bert Cochran, 
editor of the American Socialist will speak on the topic, What Next for the 
American Left? 

The symposium will be held on Friday, October 
332 South Marshfield Avenue. 

The open forum is the first of its kind agreed to by diverse left groupings in 
many years. Individual members of the Fellowship of Reconciliaton, the Social- 
ist Party, the Communist Party, supporters of the American Socialist, the 
National Guardian, the Monthly Review, and unaffiliated socialist-minded people 
have cooperated to make this gathering possible. 

While the meeting is not arranged in the form of a debate, speakers will be 
given time to ask each other questions. 

While it is expected that attention will be directed toward the past and present 
programs of varying socialist groups, a great deal of debate will be centered on 
the basis for socialism and the immediate future for 
America. 


5, at Chicago’s Temple Hall, 


progressive currents in 


Exursit No. 468—-D 
[Daily Worker, New York, Friday, October 5, 1956, p. 5) 
NONPARTISAN SYMPOSIUM Set FOR TONIGHT IN CHICAGO 


Cui1caco, October 4.—A nonpartisan political meeting “in the interest, of free 
discussion” will be held tonight (Friday) at 8:30, at Temple Hall, 332 South 
Marshfield. 

The Chicago symposium titled, ‘What Next for the American Left,” will include 
the Reverend A. J. Muste, secretary emeritus, Fellowship of Reconciliation ; 
Sidney Lens, author and union official; Harvey O’Connor, author of Empire of 
Oil, Mellon’s Millions, and other books; Bert Cochran, editor, American Socialist, 
and Claude Lightfoot, State chairman, Communist Party of Illinois. 

Robert Pickus, a member of the social science department, University of Chi- 


cago, and former secretary of the peace section, American Friends Service 
Committee, will be the moderator. 

Sponsors of the symposium include: The Reverend Muste, emeritus; the Rev. 
Alva Tompkins, director, Olivet Center; the Rev. William J. Faulkner, minister, 
Park Manor Congressional Church ; the Rev. Robert Worth Frank, former presi- 
dent, McCormick Theological Seminary; Prof. Kermit Eby, social science depart- 
ments, University of Chicago; Lawrence Scott, Peace section, American Friends 


Service Committee, and Hal Charbnau, national executive committee member, 
Socialist Party. 


Exuisir No. 468-E 
[Daily Worker, New York, Friday, October 19, 1956, p. 3] 


ForvuM OCTOBER 26 ON ELECTIONS 


A symposium of Left Wing Policy in the 1956 Elections will be held under the 
auspices of the Socialist Unity Form (sic) October 26. 


-articipants in the forum, which will be held at 229 Seventh Avenue, will 
include Clifford T. McAvoy, former legislative representative of the New York 
City CIO Council and the national CIO-PAC; Albert Blumberg, legislative 


director, Communist Party; and David Dellinger, editor of Liberation. Mike 
Zaslow will chair the discussion. 


Mr. Morris. Mr. Blumberg, have you been attending meetings of 
the American Forum for Socialist Education ? 

Mr. Biumperc. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. I suppose you will not tell us who the members of that 
organization are? 

Mr. Buumsere. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Butler, we have furthermore addressed a let- 
ter to Dr. A. J. Muste, dated May 17, 1957, in which we ask him to 
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answer many of the questions we have asked Mr. Blumberg here 
today. 


Senator Burier. Is it the desire of counsel that that be made a part 
of the record ? 

Mr. Morris. Yes, and Mr. Muste’s answer when we receive it. 

Senator Butter. It will beso ordered. 

(Copy of letter referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 469” and 
reads as follows:) 

Exnipit No. 469 
MAy 17, 1957. 
Dr. A. J. MuSsTE, 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Muste: The Internal Security Subcommittee has scheduled a hear- 
ing next Tuesday on the nature of the American Forum for Socialist Education. 
This is in connection with the subcommittee’s inquiry into the nature of Com- 
munist activites in the United States. 

You are listed as chairman of the forum, and therefore I would appreciate 
your answering just a few questions about the organization. It would be most 
helpful if I had your reply by Tuesday, in which event it will be put in the record 
on that day. In any event I ask you these questions for the record. 

The subcommittee would like to know from you to what extent Mr. Albert E. 
Blumberg was a moving factor in the formation of the American Forum for So- 
cialist Education. Would you tell us the extent of your dealing with Mr. Blum- 
berg in this and all related matters during the last 18 months? Did you present 
a memo to Mr. Blumberg outlining an exchange of opinion on the whole subject 
of a union by the Communist and Socialist-minded groups? If you did present 
such a memorandum, would you supply the subcommittee with a copy thereof? 

Will you tell us also of your dealings with other representatives of the Com- 
munist Party, U. S. A., with relation to the forum? 

The subcommittee would like to have a full account of the following matters 
pertaining to the formation of the American Forum for Socialist Edueation : 

(1) When and by whom was the formation of this organization first suggested 
to vou? 

(2) Who handled contacts with prospective members of the AFFSE national 
committee? To what extent were these contacts personal, and to what extent 
by mail? 

(3) What meetings have been held, when, and where, attended by persons 
now members of the AFFSE national committee, at which formation of the 
AFFSE and related matters were discussed? 

(4) Has each of the 40 members of the AFFSE national committee personally 
assented to serving as such? To whom, and in what form, were such assents 
given? Does each of these 40 members have an equal vote in management of 
the affairs of the AFFSE? 

(5) Is there any group or body other than the AFFSE national committee 
which is or will be concerned with AFFSE policy or administration? Who are 
the members of the administrative and executive staff of the AFFSE? 

I ask you also to inform the subcommittee as fully as your knowledge permits 
respecting the source or sources of funds used by or available to the American 
Forum for Socialist Education. 

Yours very truly, 
JAMES O. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Internal Security Subcommittee. 





Exnuisit No. 469—-A 
New York, N. Y., May 23, 1957. 


Hon. JAMES O. EASTLAND, 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Eastianp: I am in receipt of your letter of May 17, 1957, addressing 


to me a long series of questions relating to American Forum—For Socialist Bdu- 
cation. May I call your attention to the fact that this letter was sent to an old 
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address and had to be forwarded from there? Consequently, it did not actually 
come into my hands until late yesterday, Wednesday afternoon, May 22, 1957. 

It is relevant in this connection to point out also that many weeks ago I sent 
you and the subcommittee a copy of a letter dated April 2, 1957, and addressed 
to Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. A com- 
munication from Mr. Hoover to your subcommittee dealt with the presence at 
the Communist Party convention in February of a number of observers, all non- 
Communists and outspoken critics of Communist totalitarianism. Mr. Norman 
Thomas, among others, had been associated with me in working out this project. 

Mr. Hoover in his communication to your subcommittee spoke of me as having 
“long fronted for Communists” which, as any one who has any acquaintance with 
these matters knows, was the exact opposite of the truth since I have for over 
20 years been an intransigent opponent of united fronts with Communists. 
A major basis for Mr. Hoover’s charge was that I had taken some part a year or 
so ago in a petition to the President for amnesty for Communists convicted under 
the Smith Act, a petition in which over 40 well-known citizens such as Mrs. 
Hleanor Roosevelt, Norman Thomas, and Dr. John C. Bennett, the dean of Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, joined. 

That there should be in such high quarters a pattern of thinking which can 
regard the exercise of the right of petition by such citizens as evidence of Com- 
munist “fronting” is truly alarming and exposes the existence of the virus of 
political inquisition, one of the marks of totalitarianism, in the highest official 
quarters, 

Turning now to your letter of May 17 to me, I regard it in its context as evi- 
dence of the same dangerous tendencies. The American Forum has just come 
into existence. Its development has been completely open and aboveboard. Its 
launching was announced to the press together with the list of members of a 
provisional national committee whose connections were easily identifiable. 

Now, before American Forum can engage in any activity other than announcing 
formation of a committee, your subcommittee announces that it is investigating 
the forum in connection with communism. It issues subpenas to 5 persons, 1 of 
whom is not on the national committee. Mr. Victor Perlo is someone who has 
never had the remotest connection with discussions leading to formation of 
American Forum. I have never known him or had the slightest connection 
with him. It is impossible to avoid the inference that the purpose of bringing 
his name into this picture at all is to suggest some devious connection of 
American Forum, organized purely for purposes of open discussion, with espio- 
nage or other such treasonable activities. In any case, you and your staff workers 
are well aware of the fact that in the atmosphere which has been created in our 
country such an inference about American Forum is bound to be drawn by many 
people and because of this many who would like to take part in its work will be 
forced to shun it or be subjected to persecution . 

There seemed for a time to be a tendency among congressional investigating 
committees such as yours to exercise some care in a matter of this kind, to in- 
vestigate first without advance publicity and not to expose loyal citizens to public 
inquisition and persecution before there was some slight ground for supposing 
that questionable activities had taken place. In this case not even this minimum 
of care to observe the old American tradition of not branding citizens as somehow 
guilty before they have ever been charged with any crime, seems to have been 
observed. 

I must on grounds of conscience and in line with my conception of my duty 
as a citizen in a democratic society, decline to answer the questions in your 
leLter. written by you as chairman and on behalf of the Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee. 

As I have already stated, American Forum was organized in a completely 
open and above board fashion. Since you make reference to such matters as 
united action and “the whole subject of a union between Communist and Social- 
ist-minded groups” let me observe that there has never been any question of 
American Forum having anything to do with such matters or anything except 
discussion between people who differ on many fundamental issues, not people 
who have an agreed-upon basis for common action. In making this statement, 
I do not mean to imply that if there had been talks relating to legal activities 
of a political nature, your committee or any such Government agency would, in 
my opinion, have a right to conduct an inquisition into them, any more than I 
think any such agency has a right to conduct such an inquisition into your 


political activities which, as you must know, are also unpvpular in many 
quarters. 
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Your letter makes a reference to memorandums. Any that I have had anything 
to do with or American Forum as a body have been freely sent around to anyone 
who might be interested and are in no way secret. In view of the persuasive 
espionage activities which unfortunately characterize our country in this period, 
I surmise your subcommittee already has these materials. 

Primarily, my declination of the request to answer the questions presented by 
you in your official capacity is due to my firm conviction that inquisition into 
the political—the same would be true of religious—views and activities of citi- 
zens is evil, a resort to methods characteristic of totalitarian regimes, unconsti- 
tutional and profoundly un-American. In a free society, we have to draw a line 
between advocacy, discussion, and all such matters on the one hand, and acts 
which are illegal, subversive, or treasonable on the other hand. The line be- 
tween the two may not always be easy to draw. This is precisely the basis on 
which totalitarian regimes seek to justify all their antidemocratic measures. 
We must not go up that road to perdition. 

Should I be subpenaed to appear before the Internal Security Subcommittee, 
it would be impossible for me to do more than appear and state my reasons for 
declining to answer questions of the nature set forth in your letter of May 17, 
1957. I can assure you that if this should come to pass, I shall not appeal to 
the fifth amendment. This is not meant, however, as a reflection on any indi- 
vidual who may have done so. 

It happens, Mr. Hastland, that I differ profoundly from you on such very 
fundamental matters as the position citizens should take toward the unanimous 
Supreme Court decision on integration in the public schools and on the whole 
question of relations between races. I do not see how your attitude can be 
squared with democratic concepts or with the central teachings of the Christian 
faith. I also believe that because of its effect on hundreds of millions of people 
in all parts of the world, your stand and activities relative to these matters 
constitute an immense threat to the security and good name of the United States 
and certainly give a major assist to Communist propaganda. 

Yet I am aware of the complicated character of these problems and of rela- 
tions between human beings. And I trust you can and will believe me when I 
say that I have no personal animosity toward you. Both of us, in the final 
analysis, do not stand before any human tribunal but before the judgment seat 
of God. May we both humbly seek divine guidance at all times and especially 
with regard to the situation in which we happen now to be involved. 

Sincerely yours, 


A. J. Muste. 


Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel has made a compilation of some of the 
other individuals who make up the national committee. 

Mr. Morris. Will you read the names of those people in the first 
two categories ? 

Mr. Manveu. The following are all listed as members of the execu- 
tive committee of the national committee of the American Forum for 
Socialist Education. They all have invoked constitutional privilege 
in refusing to affirm or deny Communist Party affiliation. James 
Aronson, John T. McManus, Russell Nixon, and Harvey O’Connor. 

The following persons in that group have been cited in sworn testi- 
mony as members of the Communist Party: Carl Braden, Russell 
Nixon, Albert E. Blumberg, Joseph Starobin, and Clifford T. McAvoy, 

Mr. Morris. Mr, Mandel has compiled another grouping in that 
committee, Senator, which I am not sure we should put into the record 
as such. He has a category there of 14 additional names who have 
been identified with supporting Communist causes. Since a person 
could support Communist causes for a variety of reasons, I suggest we 
just note the number, and not put their names in for actual record. 

Senator Butier. It will be so ordered. 

Mr. Manveu. There are 15. 

(The list of names was placed in subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Morris. Herman Singer, who is the national secretary—will 
you identify what organization he is in? 
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Mr. Manoev. He is national secretary of the Socialist Party, which 
is a. merger of the Socialist Party and the Social Democratic 
Federation. 

Mr. Morris. Speaking in that capacity, he has repudiated this 
merged organization, has he not ? 


Mr. Manoet. He has done so in a letter which he sent out on May 
15,1957. Hesays in that letter: 


In America, the Socialist Party-Socialist Democratic Federation is the affiliate 
of the Socialist International * * *. As such, the American Forum misuses the 
name Socialist. The Socialist Parties of Great Britain, France, Belgium, Ger- 
many, Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, which are affiliated with the Socialist 
International, have consistently condemned Soviet tyranny and advocated widest 
democratic rights for workers on both sides of the Iron Curtain. 

The statement of the American Forum says nothing of the Soviet dictatorship, 
nor does it mention the fact that Democratic Socialists have, as their first con- 
cern, a world in which the exploitation and enslavement of men by men and 
peoples by peoples is unknown. 


Mr. Morris. Senator, for the legislative purpose of this subcom- 
mittee in looking into this: If this, as the evidence all seems to indi 
cate, is the beginning of an extensive plan on the part of the Commu- 
nists to present themselves, camouflaged as the evidence would indi- 
cate today, it is certainly something of which the Internal Security 
Subcommittee should take cognizance. I would like the whole of Mr. 
Singer’s letter inserted in the record. 

Senator Butier. It will be so ordered. 

(The letter referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 470” and reads 
as follows:) 

May 15, 1957. 
Epiror, LETTERS TO THE TIMES, 
New York Times, New York, N. Y. 


To THE Eprror: In commenting on the American Forum for Socialist Pduca- 
tion, your editorial of May 15 deserves commendation for reaffirming the right 
of any group to set forth its political views. What the Times failed to make 
clear was that the American Forum is not representative of Socialist thought 
in America and that its spokesmen are not in any way affiliated with the organ 
ization of democratic Socialist parties represented in the Socialist Interna 
tional. In America the Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation is the 
affiliate of the Socialist International. 

As the New York Times news story reported, the American Forum includes 
members of thé Communist Party and representatives of two Trotskyite o1- 
ganizations. As such, the American Forum misuses the name “Socialist.” The 
Socialist Parties of Great Britain, France, Belgium, Germany, Sweden, Norway, 
and Denmark which are affiliated to the Socialist International have consis- 
tently condemned Soviet tyranny and advocated the widest democratic rights 
for workers on both sides of the Iron Curtain. 

The statement of the American Forum says nothing of the Soviet dictator- 
ship nor does it mention the fact that democratic Socialists have as their first 
concern “a world in which the exploitation and enslavement of men by men 
and peoples by peoples is unknown.” In the Soviet Union and in the satellite 
countries exploitation and enslavement are the commonplaces of everyday life. 
The American Forum has no right to employ the name “socialism” if its mem- 
bers include spokesmen for the Communist Party, a group dedicated to the 
support of dictatorship. 

Very truly yours, 
HERMAN SINGER, National Secretary. 


Senator Butter. Any further questions? 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I would like to have Mr, Mandel, with respect 
to the 8 individuals or the 9 individuals who have been identified 
in the 1 case with Communist Party membership, 3 of them claim- 
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ing privilege in the fifth amendment, in addition, when asked about 
Communist associations, and 1 invoking his privilege under the first 
amendment with respect to Communist affiliations—may they go into 
the record ? 

Senator Butter. It will be so ordered. 

Mr. Morris. Just those nine. 

(The names referred to are as follows :) 

James Aronson, John T. McManus, Russell Nixon, Harvey O’Connor, Carl 
jraden, Doxey A. Wilkerson, Albert E. Blumberg, Joseph Starobin, Clifford 
T. McAvoy. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Mandel says there are a few other compilations. 
May they also go into the record ? 

Senator Butter. Yes . 

Any further questions? 

Mr. Morris. I have no further questions. 

(The compilations referred to above are as follows :) 

Publicly admitted members of the Communist Party: Albert E. Blumberg, 
Doxey A. Wilkerson, Joseph Starobin. 

Writers for the American Socialist, a magazine edited by Bert Cochran: Carl 
Braden, Harvey O'Connor, William E. B. DuBois, Conrad Lynn, Kermit Eby, 
Clifford T. McAvoy, Michael Baker. 

Writers for the magazine, Liberation, edited by A. J. Muste: Dave Dellinger, 
Bayard Rustin, Charles Walker, Sidney Lens, Mulford Sibley, Waldo Frank, 
Milton Mayer, William Neumann. 

Condemned the Smith Act under which Communist leaders have been con- 
victed: Derk Bodde, W. E. B. DuBois, Waldo Frank, Oliver 8S. Loud, Harvey 
O'Connor, H. H. Wilson. 

Senator Burier. I hope the Internal Security Subcommittee will 
vigorously pursue its investigation of this organization. It is some- 
times most difficult to tell the extent of the knowledge of the persons 
who associate themselves with organizations such as the one now 
under investigation. I hope that a large majority of the people who 
comprise this national board of directors, and who are taking part 
in the activities of this organization, are doing so unwittingly and 
unknowingly. We, of this Internal Security Subcommittee, certainly 
have no authority to say that any organization is subversive. That 
is not our purpose. Ou purpose is to follow out the mandates of 
the resolution and the law under which we are created. However, 
the report of this committee for 1956 recommended that legislation 
be framed that would make acts in the time of cold war, which in the 
time of actual war may be considered treason, punishable by law. 

This investigation may have some bearing on legislation of that 
type. It is my hope that the subcommittee will give consideration to 
the framing of such legislation. 

In the meantime, I think persons and people in general would be 
well advised to make note of what we have heard here today on Com- 
munist affiliation and activity of the large number of people who 
comprise the board of directors of this organization. Meantime, I 
suggest to the Department of Justice that they proceed under the Sub- 
versive Control Act of 1954 at the earliest — moment to deter- 
mine whether or not this organization, the American Forum—for So- 


cialist Education, is in fact a Communist organization, and if it is 
so found, that it suffer the penalties prescribed by that act. 
The subcommittee will stand in recess until call of the Chair. 
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(Thereupon, the subcommittee adjourned at 11: 50 a. m.) 

A letter from Chief Counsel Morris to Mr. George Meany, presi 
dent of the AFL-CIO, and Mr. Meany’s reply were later ordered into 
the record. The text of these letters follows: 


May 18, 1957. 
Mr. GEORGE MEANY, 


President, American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations, Washington, D.C. 

DeaR Sir: On May 13, 1957, the Daily Worker carried an announcement of 
the establishment of a national committee of the American Forum for Socialist 
Education. The forum proposes to reach youths, labor unions, farm organiza- 
tions, colleges, and churches. Included on this committee are two leading mem- 
bers of the Communist Party. 

The Senate Internal Security Subcommittee is planning to hold hearings be- 
ginning on Tuesday, May 21, dealing with the nature of this new organiza- 
tion. In view of the announcement made that it proposes to approach labor 
unions, the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee has instructed me to solicit 
your opinion of this new organization, its significance to labor and the Ameri- 
can people generally. We would appreciate your earliest reply. 

Sincerely yours, 
RosBeERT Morris, 
Chief Counsel. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
AND CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS, 
Washington, D. C., May 22, 1957. 
Mr. Roeerr Morris, 
Chief Counsel, Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Morris: This will acknowledge your letter of May 18 in which 
you solicit my opinion, as to its significance to labor and the American people 
generally, the recent establishment of a national committee—the American 
Forum—F or Socialist Education. 

The much-belated admission by the Soviet dictators that their master and 
teacher, the late Joseph Stalin, was a power-mad, ruthless murderer and the 
savagery with which the Kremlin rulers crushed the heroic revolt of the Hun- 
garian people for national independence and human freedom have severely 
damaged Communist influence and strength throughout the world. 

Under Moscow's instructions and direction, Communists everywhere are now 
frantically trying to overcome the moral ostracism which the above events have 
inflicted on them. In the United States, this effort to break out of the ensuing 
isolation has assumed national proportions in the organization of a new Com- 
munist front misnamed the American Forum—For Socialist Education. 

The Communist Party’s Daily Worker of May 14, 1957, editorially hailed the 
foundation of this body as “especially welcome” and boasted that it “also in- 
cludes two leading Communists.” The same editorial further confessed that, 
“the position of the Communists with regard to developments of this kind was 
set forth in the resolution adopted overwhelmingly at their recent national 
convention.” 

American labor will shun like a plague this self-styled American Forum For 
Socialist Education which obviously was conceived and created in line with a 
decision adopted by the last convention of the Kremlin-controlled Communist 
Party in the United States. This organization, like all other Communist fronts, 
has, in its aims and actions only one goal—to hide its Communist objective 
and, under a beguiling name, appeal to, mislead and entrap well-meaning Amer- 
icans into serving the cause of Communist subversion and the interests of 
Soviet imperialism. 

No self-respecting American trade unionist, no worker loyal to the ideals 
which have made our democracy vital and our country great will have anything 
to do with the so-called American Forum—For Socialist Education or any other 
front which the Communist fifth column may organize. 

Very truly yours, 


GrorGe MEANY, President, AFL-CIO. 
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Texts of correspondence between Senator Eastland and the Attor- 
ney General also were later ordered into the record and read as 
follows: 

JUNE 5, 1957. 
Hon. JAMES OQ. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Internal Security Subcommittee, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR EASTLAND: Thank you Very much for your letter of June 4 
transmitting copies of the transcript of hearing held under Senator Butler's 
chairmanship into the origin and control of the American Forum—For Socialist 
Education. 

The Department of Justice is very interested in the possible Communist con- 
trol of this organization, and I am referring the copies of the hearing transcript 
to the Internal Security Division, together with Senator Butler’s suggestion 
that the Department of Justice might wish to proceed against the organization 
under the Subversive Activities Control Act of 1950. 

With my personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
WILLIAM P. RoGers, 
Acting Attorney Gener 


JUNE 4, 1957. 
Hon. HERBERT BROWNELL, Jr., 
Attorney General of the United States, 
Department of Justice, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL: You are undoubtedly familiar with the fact 
that a new organization was recently formed under the name of the American 
Forum—For Socialist Education. It counts among its founders a number of 
active members of the American Communist Party, as well as a long list of in- 
dividuals whose names are frequently linked with Communist-front organiza- 
tions. 

On May 21, 1957, under the chairmanship of Senator John Marshall Butler, the 
Internal Security Subcommittee conducted a hearing in which it attempted to 
ascertain the true origin and effective control of this new organization. I 
enclose herewith two mimeographed copies of the transcript of that hearing, 
and I think you will agree with me that the Communist Party appears to have 
played a very large role in the inspiration and domination of this new organiza- 
tion. 

At the close of the hearing, Senator Butler suggested that your Departinent 
might wish to proceed under the Subversive Activities Control Act of 1950 to 
determine whether or not this new organization is a Communist organization 
within the meaning of that act. Accordingly, I am transmitting to you herewith 
his suggestion, and copies of the transcript for such action as you may deem 
appropriate. 

With my personal best wishes, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 
JAMES O, EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Internal Security Subcommittee. 


The following article from the Daily Worker also was later ordered 
into the record: 


[From the Daily Worker, May 27, 1957, p. 1] 
MustTe Resects EASTLAND’s POLITICAL INQUISITION 


The Reverend A. J. Muste, chairman of the recently formed American Forum 
for Socialist Education, yesterday refused to answer a series of questions put 
to him by Senator James O. Eastland. 

BHastland, chairman of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, had written 
a letter to Dr. Muste questioning him on the part Communists or the Communist 
Party may have had in organizing the forum. 

In a letter replying to Eastland, Reverend Muste declared that “on grounds of 
conscience and in line with my conception of duty as a citizen in a democratic 
society, I must decline to answer the questions in your letter of May 17, 1957.” 
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Dr. Muste gave as his primary reason his “firm conviction that inquisition into 
the political—the same would be true of religious—views and activities of citi- 
zens is evil, a resort to methods characteristic of totalitarian regimes, uncon- 
stitutional and profoundly un-American.” 

He declared that “if subpenaed to appear before the Internal Security Sub- 
committee, it would be impossible for me to do more than appear and state my 
reasons for declining to answer questions of the nature set forth in your letter 
of May 17, 1957.” He added that “if this should come to pass. I shall not 
appeal to the fifth amendment.” 

The letter stated that American Forum was “organized in a completely open 
and above board fashion” solely for purposes of discussion among people with 
differing views, not for united action or mergers. Concerning Eastland’s in- 
quiry about memoranda about the forum, Dr. Muste stated that these were 
“freely sent to any who might be interested and were in no way secret” and 
adds that “in view of the pervasive espionage activities which unfortunately 
characterize our country in this period, I surmise your subcommittee already 
has these materials.” 

Dr. Muste, in a reference to Eastland’s attitude toward the Supreme Court 
decision on integration in the public schools, declared that Hastland’s racist 
attitude could not be “squared with democratic concepts or with the central 
teachings of the Christian faith.” 

Dr. Muste, who is a Presbyterian clergyman and a Christian pacifist, assures 
Eastland that he has “no personal animosity * * *. Both of us, in the final 
analysis, do not stand before any human tribunal but before the judgment seat of 
God. May we both humbly seek divine guidance * * * with regard to the 
situation in which we happen now to be involved.” 
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